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royal pomp and pageantry had been one of the principal objects
of his life; deprived of this, and with the records of an evil
conscience to dwell upon in the weaiy hours of pain, his irasci-
bility and impatience would have goaded him to frenzy, but for
the soothing gentleness and tender attentions of his amiable
consort. Katharine was the most skilful and patient of nurses,
and shrank not from any office, however humble, whereby she
could afford mitigation to the sufferings of her royal husband.
It is recorded of her, that she would remain for hours on her
knees beside him, applying fomentations and other palliatives to
his ulcerated leg, which he would not permit any one to dress but
her. She had already served an apprenticeship to the infirmities
of sickness, in her attendance on the death-beds of her two pre-
vious husbands, and had doubtless acquired the ait of adapting
herself to the humours of male invalids. A royally born lady
might have been of little comfort to Henry in the days of his
infirmity, but Katharine Parr had been educated in the school of
domestic life, and was perfect in the practice of its virtues and
its duties. She sought to charm the ennui which oppressed the
once magnificent and active sovereign in the unwelcome quiet of
bis sick chamber, by inducing him to unite with her in directing
the studies and watching the hopeful promise of his beloved heir
prince Edward.

CHAPTER III.

THE arrival of the plenipotentiaries to negotiate a peace between
England and [France in the commencement of the year 1540,
caused the last gleam of royal festivity and splendour that was
ever to enliven -the court of Henry YIIL Claude d'Annebaut,
the admiral who had a few months previously attempted a hostile
descent on the Isle of "Wight, and attacked the English fleet,
was the ambassador-extraordinary on this occasion. King Henry
presented Katharine Parr with many jewels of great value,
that she might appear with suitable eclat, as his consort, to
the plenipotentiaries of Prance. He also provided new and costly
hangings and furniture for her apartments, as well as plate, which
she naturally regarded as her own property; but a long and
vexatious litigation was instituted with regard to these gifts after
the death of the king. The increasing influence of w Katharine
with king Henry, and the ascendancy she was acquiring over the
opening mind of Ms son, the future sovereign, were watched with